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The burning issue
of global warming
& climate change

The purpose of the World Environment Day is to focus attention on
the importance of the environment and sti political attention

and public action. The event seeks to give a human face to have put today’s
environmental issues, empower people to become active agents of citizen at a loss as
.sustainable and equitable development, promote an understanding how climate

that communities are pivotal to changing attitudes towards : change is affecting
environmental issues and advocate partnership which will ensure his own life & what

that all fistions and people enjoy asaltand fukare. remedial measures
nations and people enjoy a MOTe Prosperous i T

image on the card
is a depiction of
this dilernema and
an apt illustration
of the theme of the

C World Environment day is due to the fact that Worldwide Climate
E"h.'u_nge lsh'-rmnmg alarmi ing matter lia_j.r]:r_s,r rIa!,.r

programme,
namely,
“Climate Change &
You”




The Industrial Revolution

in the 19th century saw the
large-scale use of fossil fuels
for industrial activities.
These industries created jobs
and over the years, people
moved from rural areas to
the cities. This trend is
continuing even today.

More and more land that was
covered with vegetation has
been cleared to make way for
houses. Natural resources
are being used extensively
for construction, industries,
transport, and consumption.
Consumerism (our
increasing want for material
things) has increased by
leaps and bounds, creating
mountains of waste. Also,
our population has increased
toan incredible extent.

All this has contributed to a

rise in greenhouse gases in
the atmosphere. Fossil fuels
such as oil, coal and natural
gas supply most of the
energy needed to run

vehicles, generate electricity
for industries, households,
etc.

The Greéenhouse Efect

The energy sector 15
I'E‘EFIJIEiblE for about 34 of the
carbon dioxide emissions, 1/5

of the methane emissions and
a large quantity of nitrous
oxide. It also produces
nitrogen oxides (NOx) and
carbon monoxide (CO) which
are not greenhouse gases but
do have an influence on the
chemical cycles in the
atmosphere that produce or
destroy greenhouse gases.

Greenhouse gases and their

SOUTCes,

Carbon dioxide 1is
undoubtedly, the most
important greenhouse gas in
the atmosphere. Changes in
land use pattern,
deforestation, land clearing,
agriculture, and other
activities have all led to a rise
in the emission of carbon
dioxide.

Methane is another important
Ereenhnu.ae gas in Lthe

atmosphere. About % of all
methane emissions are said to

come from domesticated
animals such as dairy cows,
goats, pigs, buffaloes, camels,
horses, and sheep. These
animals produce methane
during the cud-chewing
Process.

Methane is also released from
rice or paddy fields that are
flooded during the sowing
and maturing periods. When
soil is covered with water it
becomes anaerobic or lacking
in oxygen. Under such
conditions, methane-
producing bacteria and other
organisms decompose



organic matter in the soil to form methane.
Mearly 9% of the paddy-growing area in
the world is found in Asia, as rice is the
staple food there. China and India, between
them, have B0-90% of the world's rice-
Browing areas.

_;h' Methane is
4. also emitted

and other
waste dumps. If the waste is put into an
incinerator or burmnt in the open, carbon
dioxide is emitted. Methane is also emitted

during the process of oil drilling, coal mining
and also from leaking gas pipelines (due to
accidents and poor maintenance of sites).

A large amount of nitrous oxide emission has
been attributed to fertilizer application. This in

momen=ae turn depends on the type of
fertilizer that is used, how and
when it is used and the
methods of tilling that are
followed. Contributions are
also made by leguminous
plants, such as beans and
pulses that add nitrogen to the
sl
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All of us in our daily lives
contribute our bit to this
change in the climate. Give
these points a good, scrious

thought:

Electricity is the main source
of power inurban areas.

; All our
\gadgets
irun on
electricity
generated
mainly from thermal power
plants. These thermal power
plants are run on fossil fuels
(mostly coal) and are
responsible for the emission of
huge amounts of greenhouse
gases and other pollutants.

ars, buses, and trucks are the
principal ways by which
goods and people are
transported in most of our

cities. ThEﬁE are
run mainly on

petrol or diesel,
buoth fosesil fuaesls.

We generate
large quantities of waste in the
form of plastics that remain in the
environment for many years and
cause damage.

e We use a huge
g quantity of paper in
e our work at schools
and in offices. Have
we ever thought

about the number of
trees that we usein a day?

Timber is used in
large quantities
for construction of
houses, which
means that large
areas of forest have to be cut
down.

A growing population has meant
more and more mouths to feed.
Because the land area available
for agriculture is limited (and in
fact, is actually shrinking as a
result of ecological degradation!),
high-yielding varieties of crop are
bﬁing grown to increase the
agricultural output from a given
area of land. Howewver, such high-
vielding varieties of crops require
large quantities of fertilicers; and
more fertilizer means more
emissions of nitrous oxide, both
from the field into which it is put
and the fertilizer industry that
makes it. Pollution also results
from the run-off of fertilizer into

| water bodies.




sharing Kesponsibilities:

All members of human society are responsible for maintaining the integrity of
the environment as a Whole-Life-5ystem. Individual efforts can be enhanced
through building networks within and among all levels of civil society and
government, industry nnd. ‘business, a.nd. non-governmental organizations
(NGOs). |

Environmental [-..1uLauEm % v

Education, E‘S[m-‘lﬂ{’ at an Ea.rlz.r haél a significant effect on how people
form attitudes towards the en !;.Jand is thus crucial. Educational
programmes designed to enhance awareness of envirs M&nﬂﬂhﬁ‘must be developed and

applied at all levels of society through all available a.ndprﬁﬁ:ﬁm

Environmentally-Sound LifestyTs - i o
All members of society must EU]I!IU:II:-E a ldﬂi}[h ata
rather than greed and excess. Eea.n,ngm mind that E
avoid a culture of extravagant material consurm

improving consumption patterns,

f wn;h sufﬁ-:mn:}r
mited, each person must
: vays preserve the planet by

Active Involvement: s ok il l / -
Individuals are encouraged to partl::i both morally an ically in all levels in the decision-
making process of environmental policies in order to improve the quality of dedision-making,
avoid corruption, and ensure that their interests can be properly represented.

Resolutions to make on this day!

I pledge to plant a tree and nurture it.

I pledge not to waste precious resources like water and
electricity.

I pledge to use public transport more often.
I pledge to practice three R's “Reduce”, “Reuse” & “Recycle”.
I pledge to keep my city & country “Clean & Green”.

I pledge to support environmental organizations.
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